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I N T R O D U C T I O N

IN A SURREALIST LANDSCAPE

The very idea of it was too implausible, too fantastical, 
to be believed; it was simply too outlandishly grand even for a 
grand opening. A visiting head of state, one of the most power-

ful men on the planet in the autumn of 2003, had announced his in-
tention to be on hand to christen a tiny new franchise operation on 
the frowsy little corner of West 24th Street and Tenth Avenue in Man-
hattan.

The world potentate was in the middle of a three- day swing through 
New York City, on his way to a one- on- one summit with George W. 
Bush at the American presidential retreat, Camp David. He had spent 
the past few days in the august citadels of power, money, and meaning 
in New York; had taken private meetings with the president of France 
and the chancellor of Germany in his private suites at the Waldorf As-
toria hotel; had delivered a widely anticipated address to the General 
Assembly of the United Nations; had fielded earnest questions about 
the benefits and the perils of democracy from scholars at the city’s pre-
mier university; had bowed his head in prayer alongside religious lead-
ers whose brethren had long ago been exiled from their shared home 
country; and had laid a bouquet of red carnations at a temporary me-
morial to the 343 New York City firefighters killed just two years ear-
lier in the 9/11 attacks. The New York Daily News reporters thought 
they had detected an actual tear slide down the presidential cheek as he 
placed the floral remembrance for the dead American heroes. Now the 
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